There are some things regarding the two witnesses in William Miller's 1841 book: "Views of the Prophecies and Prophetic Chronology Selected from Manuscripts of William Miller with a Memoir of His Life" (whew! what a loooooong title!)

Review of  “A Bible Reader” on the Two Witnesses, Rev. xi. 8 .  Remarkable Fulfilment of Prophecy relating to France and the “Two Witnesses.”  Quotations from eminent Expositors of Prophecy, with Remarks by Mr. Miller.

But as you will see if you read the whole book, Mr. Miller was required to force all the prophecies to finish by 1843.  So he makes statements like this: "Then arose up the wonderful beast, Papacy, which is the Gog of our day, and ruled over kings, filled the world with her abominations, and must and will fall upon the mountains of Israel.  Already have the kings of the earth eaten her flesh, and no one can dispute but that the present signs of the times indicate her final dissolution; together with the false prophet, the Turkish empire, and Eastern Gog".  In other words: he had the Papacy and the Turkish empire (Islam) destroyed permanently in 1841!  Of course we know now in 2002, that the papacy and Islam are alive and well and growing stronger and stronger every day!  Notice, i believe Mr. Miller was telling the God-appointed truth for his day.  This interpretation of the prophecies then was God's plan to strengthen the faith of his people in 1843/4, and i'm not saying that Mr. Miller was in error.
 
We should look for the final fulfillment tho, in the future.  Mr. Miller has several rules for interpreting prophecy in that book, and this one (#13) is especially relevant to my interpreting the two witnesses differently from tradition.  " To know whether we have the true historical event for the fulfilment of a prophecy.  If you find every word of the prophecy (after the figures are understood) is literally fulfilled, then you may know that your history is the true event.  But if one word lacks a fulfilment, then you must look for another event, or wait its future development.  For God takes care that history and prophecy doth agree, so that the true believing children of God may never be ashamed".

Let's look at it.  Revelation 11.  First of all, the timing is way off for this to have happened in the 1700s.  The timing for chapter 11 is DURING the 7 angels blowing their trumpets.  This particular event is the SECOND woe.  Speaking in 2002, have the other events like the hail and fire mingled with blood (8:7), a great mountain burning with fire being thrown into the sea and a third of the sea becoming blood (8:8), or even the first woe of the 5 months of nasty little stinging things (9:1) already happened?  Who saw them?
 
11:3  Please notice, they only prophesy 1260 days (or years if that is the interpretation), then they are finished.  Are the prophecies of the Bible finished here in 2002?
 
11:5  Many people even today hurt the Bible with spurious translations etc. but i haven't heard of anyone being burnt.  And no, this isn't talking about burning them when Jesus comes back, because many of those who despised and hurt the Bible have died peacefully.
 
11:6   Notice it says: "in the days of their prophecy".  Again, is this supposed to mean that their prophesying ended in 1798???
 
11:7  Has the Bible finished its testimony???  Has the beast ascended out of the bottomless pit yet?
 
11:8  Was our Lord crucified in Paris?  And if this city is Paris, then do other places in Revelation that refer to the great spiritually wicked city also refer to Paris?  Is Paris somehow more terribly wicked than London, New York, Bangkok, or Tokyo?
 
11:9,10  Not very many peoples or nations saw the dead bodies of the Bible in the 1700s.  Notice the traditional interpretation implies that the Bible wasn't dead in the other countries during that time, only in France.
 
11:10  Lots of wicked men lived between 538 and 1798 who weren't tormented at all by the Bible.
 
11:11  Did the Bible not have any Spirit of Life for 3 1/2 years in the 1700s???
 
11:12  How many people saw the Bible going up to heaven in the 1700s?
 
11:13  Did a tenth of Paris fall in an earthquake around 1798?  Did those left give glory to God??
 
11:14  If this was finished in 1798 or so, then we should look for the 3rd woe coming quickly.  Has it come?
 
So just applying William Miller's own rules for interpreting the Scriptures, we see that the two witnesses’ prophecy has not been fulfilled yet here in 2002.

