Bible Writer's abbreviated Biographies

1. Moses	- wrote Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, & Deuteronomy around 1440BC.
Raised in the Egyptian court to be a powerful leader, Moses instead chose to be with God's people.  He tried to deliver Israel from bondage by himself, but had to flee for his life and spend 40 years in the wilderness.  God chose him to lead his people out of slavery by miraculous means, and favored Moses as he had no one before or since - by talking to him face to face when giving him the 10 Commandments on Sinai.  His writings cover the very beginning of the history of the world, give the account of the flood, and describe in detail Israel leaving Egypt and the laws and ceremonies to guide the new nation, focusing on the sanctuary.  Moses died before entering the promised land, but was resurrected, appearing with Christ at the Transfiguration.  He is the representative of all the saints who will be resurrected at the second coming of Christ.

2. Joshua	- wrote Joshua around 1400BC.
One of only two people to live from the exodus to the promised land, Joshua was the faithful successor of Moses in leading the Israelites.  He is best known as being the warrior-leader, even making the sun stand still a whole day, in driving out the Canaanites and providing the promised land to the children of Israel.

3. Samuel	- probably wrote Judges, perhaps Ruth, and most of I,IISamuel around 1000BC.
Born as an answer to prayer, Samuel was dedicated to the service of the temple as a child.  His faithfulness even as a child to hear and follow the Lord's voice was in contrast to the apostasy all around him.  His writings span the period from the last of the Judges, to the second of the kings of Israel.  As the last of the judges of Israel, Samuel anointed the first king - Saul, and also the most famous king - David, as a young lad.

4. Jeremiah - perhaps wrote I,IIKings, and wrote Jeremiah and Lamentations around 600BC.
Known best for his lengthy cries and lamentations to God over Judah's sin, Jeremiah reveals more of the personal inner turmoil of being a prophet than any other Bible writer.  He called repeatedly for sincere, heart repentance, but the smooth words of the false prophets gained the ears of the kings.  He is  considered one of the "major" prophets.

5. Ezra	- perhaps compiled I,IIChronicles, wrote Ezra and Nehemiah around 420BC.
Leader of a group of returning exiles from Babylon, Ezra led the people to be faithful to all the commands of God, and being diligent about the work of rebuilding Jerusalem and the temple.  He is a prototype of the true leaders of God's remnant as they come out of spiritual Babylon in the last days.

6. David	- wrote many Psalms around 1000BC, but this book is a collection spanning 1000 years.
The greatest of all Israel's kings, David was "a man after God's own heart."  Starting out as a simple shepherd boy, slaying Goliath as a lad, winning the people's hearts, fleeing for his life from an enraged king, conquering many foes, becoming incredibly wealthy, he still kept close to God except for his one big sin of adultery.  His heartfelt repentance, his praise to God for his mercies, his longing for God to punish sinners, all express the deepest emotions so well that many New Testaments will come with the Psalms included.  He experienced many things that Jesus would, and the 144,000 will experience.  Jesus even is happy to call himself: "the son of David".

7. Solomon - wrote most of Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, and Song of Solomon around 950BC.
Solomon was a man of superlatives - building the grandest structure of all time (Solomon's Temple), being the richest king of Israel ever, and being the wisest man of all time are some of the things Solomon is famous for.  His having 700 wives is perhaps also a record.  Unfortunately, they led him away from the true God, but he returned in his later years.

8. Isaiah	- wrote Isaiah around 730BC.
After Moses, Isaiah is usually considered the greatest prophet of all time.  His lengthy writings imploring Israel and Judah to turn from their wicked ways and come back to God or face strong punishment, and God's punishment of the surrounding wicked nations take up most of the book, but he also prophesies of God's mercies and saving a remnant.  The prophecy of Jesus' birth: "the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel" is most famous.

9. Ezekiel	- wrote Ezekiel around the fall of Jerusalem in 586BC.
The son of a priest, Ezekiel was taken captive to Babylon.  Similar to Isaiah and Jeremiah, this 3rd of the "3 Major Prophets" warned Israel of their sins, and called them to repentance or face God's punishment, and also prophesied of the surrounding nations' judgment.  His apocalyptic visions are fantastic, and closely resemble John's in Revelation.  Similar to the others, he also prophesied of the restoration of Israel, focusing on the restored temple.

10. Daniel	- wrote Daniel around 530BC.
Daniel, probably born to a royal family, was taken away to Babylon to serve king Nebuchadnezzar there.  His vegetarian diet and being thrown into the lion's den are good examples and interesting stories, but Daniel is most famous for his dreams and visions.  He interpreted the king's dreams showing that kingdoms would arise and fall, and that God would one day set up an everlasting kingdom.  "Unto 2300 days, then shall the sanctuary be cleansed" is why William Miller started preaching, and the Seventh-day Adventist church came into being.  His prophecies pointing down to the end days are very difficult to understand, but studied alongside Revelation, it reveals its secrets that were "sealed" for many centuries.

11. Hosea	- wrote Hosea around 750BC.
Told by the Lord to do humiliating things such as marrying a prostitute, Hosea's life was an example of God's relationship with Israel.    His relationship with his wife vividly describes God's pleading with an adulterous Israel.  He called for repentance, and warned of God's judgments.

12. Joel	- wrote Joel around 830, or 600BC.
Joel prophesied of "the day of the Lord".  God's judgments are severe, but he shows great mercy to those who come to him.  Joel's prophecy of God pouring out his Spirit is mentioned by Peter on the Day of Pentecost, and is especially relevant for those who will experience the Latter Rain.

13. Amos	- wrote Amos around 755BC.
As a sheepbreeder and sycamore fruit grower, Amos was unlike most Bible writers as he probably had no higher schooling, was not a priest, and never became a leader.  He came from his work to give the prophecies of judgment against Israel and the surrounding nations, and the eventual future restoration of a remnant, emphasizing God's justice.

14. Obadiah - wrote Obadiah perhaps around 585BC.
Obadiah means "Servant of the Lord".  His prophecy concerns the judgment on Edom, the descendants of Esau, for their treachery in turning on the Israelites when Babylon conquered them.  Israel will be victorious in the end.

15. Jonah	- wrote Jonah around 770BC.
Jonah's story captures the imagination - The word of God came to him, he refused to carry it out at first, but God arranged a big fish to fulfill his purposes anyway.  His name means "Dove" which is usually associated with peace, but may also represent silliness.  The Ninevites repented upon hearing Jonah, showing God's great mercy to those not of Israel too.  Jesus himself used the prophet Jonah's example to refer to his own experience.

16. Micah	- wrote Micah around 720BC.
Probably of a lower class and younger than Isaiah and Hosea who were contemporaries, Micah wrote on why God was going to punish Israel, and how he would spare a remnant.  His prophecy of Israel's ruler coming from Bethlehem is a strong sign showing that Jesus is Israel's ruler.  His most famous phrase is when describing the new earth: "neither shall they learn war anymore".

17. Nahum - wrote Nahum around 620BC.
Nahum means "comforted".  Assyria was a cruel kingdom that God used to punish other nations, but they became lifted up, and considered the God of the Israelites in the same manner as the other nations' gods that they conquered.  Nahum warns them strongly of their impending doom.  This time, they did not repent as they did under Jonah's preaching.

18. Habakkuk - wrote Habakkuk around 610BC
Having the official title of "Prophet", we can deduce that Habakkuk was involved in the temple service, perhaps as a musician.  He also prophesied of judgment and restoration, but his questioning of God's ways is unusual.  Wicked people seem to have everything go their way in this life, but they will eventually be judged by the mighty God when he comes.

19. Zephaniah - wrote Zephaniah around 620BC.
Meaning "God hides", Zephaniah was four generations removed from king Hezekiah.  He and Jeremiah were contemporaries.  His description of the "day of the Lord" is terrifying, but he also prophesies of a faithful remnant who the Lord will rejoice over with singing.

20. Haggai - wrote Haggai in 520BC.
A contemporary of Zechariah, Haggai (meaning "Festival") was probably an older man who saw both the temple of Solomon in its glory, and the beginnings of the new temple after the Babylonian captivity.  He called on the people to stop thinking so much about their physical needs, and concentrate on God's house, that is, their spiritual needs.  The new temple, while looking puny, would be blessed by more glory than the former in a prophecy of Jesus gracing its premises in the flesh.

21. Zechariah - wrote Zechariah around  520BC.
Zechariah was a member of the tribe of Levi, and probably served as a priest.  His name means "God remembers".  He prophesies extensively of the first and second comings of Jesus Christ.  These prophecies are the most quoted in the Gospels showing the Jesus is the promised Messiah.  The day of the Lord will come, and nations will be judged, and a remnant will be saved and flow to Jerusalem.

22. Malachi - wrote Malachi perhaps around 420BC.
"My Messenger" in Hebrew is written as "Mal'aki", so it is not certain if this is the prophet's name, or a title, but the book prophesies of a "Messenger" - referring to John the Baptist, and to Jesus.  The Israelites were apathetic towards God, going thru the motions of serving him, but their hearts weren't in it.  Malachi calls them back to a true heart-worship with God.  This book ends with the day of the Lord theme.  After this book, there would be no more writings for the Bible for over 450 years.

23. Matthew - wrote Matthew between 50 - 60AD.
One of Jesus' disciples, Matthew was a rich tax collector, one probably looked down on by all the people.  He was well-versed in the Old Testament, and cites the OT 53 times.  Jesus is shown unequivocally to be of the line of Abraham, the heir of the promise.  Famous talks by Jesus such as The Sermon on the Mount and Signs of the End of the Age are given in more detail than other gospel writers.  Perhaps the most famous part of Matthew is "Blessed are the Peacemakers...", or "turn the other cheek", but for Christians, "Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name." (The Lord's Prayer) is more often committed to memory.  Matthew was martyred in Ethiopia.

24. Mark	- wrote Mark between 65 - 70AD.
Mark's Jewish name was "John", and Mark was his Roman name.  He was a cousin of Barnabas, and was possibly the youth wearing the linen cloth at Jesus' arrest.  He was a helper of Peter and Paul in their missionary journeys, and while Paul lost faith in him for a while, he calls him a "fellow worker" later.  Early church believers often met at his mother's house, and Mark likely received information included in this book directly from Peter while he was imprisoned in Rome.  Mark is the shortest of the gospels, and directed towards a non-Jewish audience.  Mark was martyred in Egypt for the cause of Christ.

25. Luke	- wrote Luke and Acts between 62 - 70AD.
Luke was the only writer of the Bible who was not Jewish.  He was a highly educated man, being a physician.  He seems to have left his profession to travel with the apostles.  The book of Luke is the longest of the four gospels, and is directed toward Greek readers, specifically - Theophilus.  Of the four gospels, Luke is unique in that the writer was not an eyewitness to the events, and most likely never even saw Jesus.  Acts gives a narrative of the great power of the Holy Spirit in the tremendous growth of the early church, showing decisively the change from a "Jewish" church to one encompassing all nations and peoples.  Luke gave his life for Christ in Greece.

26. John	- wrote John, I,II,IIJohn, and Revelation between 90 - 95AD.
John and James were brothers, and were fishermen on the Sea of Galilee.  They left all and followed Jesus.  John was the "disciple who Jesus loved", indicating a special relationship between this former "Son of Thunder" who became the meekest of all the disciples, and Jesus.  John was written around 30 years later than the other gospels, and is quite different in substance and style.  It is most concerned with showing the Jesus is divine, and that he did indeed come in the flesh.  John 3:16 is without doubt the most famous verse in the whole Bible: "For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life".  Revelation is the most fascinating of all prophetic books, detailing apocalyptic events to take place at the end of the world, and also showing the glories of heaven.  John was thrown into a pot of boiling oil, but was not harmed, so the rulers exiled him to Patmos where he had his Revelation vision.  He is the only disciple of Christ to not be martyred for his faith.

27. Paul	- wrote Romans, I,IICorinthians, Galatians, Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians, I,IIThessalonians, I,IITimothy, Titus  between 48 - 67AD.
Originally known as "Saul", Paul was born into a well-to-do family, and had extensive training as a Pharisee.  He was zealous in persecuting the church, but encountered Christ in a vision, and became the "Missionary to the Gentiles".  More than any other, he worked tirelessly planting churches everywhere, and was the first known to take the gospel to Europe.  He was a true "self-supporter", earning income by making tents.  His intelligence and deep understanding of the Scriptures was used by the Holy Spirit in a mighty way, so much so, that some non-christians see that he wrote far more books of the New Testament than any other, and call Christians followers of Paul.  Most of his books were originally letters to churches addressing specific errors of doctrine or conduct.  He was beheaded for his faith in Rome.

28. James - wrote James around 45AD.
While there are four "James" mentioned in the New Testament, the one who wrote this book appears to be the leader of the church at Jerusalem, a brother of Jesus.  But he makes no boast of this blood relationship, instead calling himself a "bondservant of Jesus Christ".  His main theme is "faith without works is dead".  He was executed by the priests in Jerusalem.

29. Peter	- wrote I,II,IIIPeter between 62 - 64AD.
Peter was a fisherman from Galilee who left all to follow Jesus.  He was the most energetic among the 12 disciples, and was the first recorded to testify that Jesus is Christ.  His over-self confidence led to his denying his Saviour at the trial, but one look from Jesus melted his heart, and he was prepared to strengthen the brethren, and play the leading role in the early Christian church.  More is known about what he did - giving a powerful testimony at Pentecost, healing the lame, his missionary journeys etc. than his writings, but three short books bear his name.  His focus is on how Christians should live in a world where persecution abounds.  The Roman Catholic church claims Jesus gave Peter full authority over everything on earth, and the popes continue this authority, but Peter himself would obviously have other words to say, telling people what will happen in the Day of the Lord.  He was crucified upside down in Rome.

30. Jude	- wrote Jude between 60 - 64AD.
Jude was most likely one of the brothers of Jesus, and like his brother James, called himself a "bondservant of Jesus Christ".  His very short book is a scathing rebuke of false teachers.  Quoting from the apocryphal book "Enoch", Jude writes similar to Old Testament prophets - wicked people would be in God's people, but they will receive their judgment at the Day of the Lord.  Jude was martyred too.

Authors responsible for small portions of books:
Psalms: Asaph, sons of Korah, Moses, Heman, Ethan, Solomon, Jeduthun
Proverbs: Agur, Lemuel

Books whose author is unknown:
Esther, Job, Hebrews

