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Revelation 12:1~13:18

	Chapter 11 closed with the sounding of the 7th trumpet, the kingdom becoming Christ's, the time to judge the dead, rewarding the saints, and the temple in heaven being opened bringing the ark of the covenant to view.  Does chapter 12 follow chapter 11 chronologically?  Are the signs spoken of only spiritual, or also literal?  Can we identify the "time, times, and half a time"?  And probably most important in all the book of Revelation, can we determine what the mark of the beast is and who gives it?

	The spiritual application of the woman clothed with the sun, the moon under her feet, and a garland of 12 stars around her head is well known.  She has a child who is obviously Jesus Christ as he is the only one to rule all nations with a rod of iron, and was caught up to the throne of God.  However, there are several clues that this may also have an end-time application.  So while admitting the spiritual aspects, let's explore the text as it reads, and see if there is any new light for the remnant here.

	First of all, the wording in verse 1 of chapter 12 is different from the other parts of the vision that John had.  Up to this point regarding his experience, he says he was "in the spirit", or "I saw" or that he was shown.    But here the wording is: "a great sign appeared in heaven".  This seems to suggest that it is something that is seen worldwide by everyone, and not just by John in vision.  Does anywhere else in the Bible tend to support this idea of "signs in the heavens"?  Of course.  One of the first places is right at the very beginning.  One of the reasons God created the sun, moon, and stars is for "signs".  Joel 2:30-31 shows that there will be signs in the heavens at the end time, but places emphasis on the sun turning into darkness, and the moon into blood.  Luke 21:11, & Luke 21:25 talk about signs in the heavens, with the wording being almost identical to Rev. 12:1: "And there will be great earthquakes in various places, and famines and pestilences; and there will be fearful sights and great signs from heaven."  "And there will be signs in the sun, in the moon, and in the stars..."

	So we are to expect, and most of us do expect to see awesome sights in the heavens.  But most of us have limited our expectations to the sun going dark, and the moon turning red.  Not exactly everday occurrences, but not anything too "fearful" or "great" either is it?  Four years ago it was predicted that the greatest meteor shower for several decades would be seen, and i got up around 3am to see a few wisps streak across a blurry-eyed sky.  Cool.  Yawn.  Back to bed.  Just how many people would be awed by the sun going dark even for a whole day?  Not all that many i'm afraid.  Just turn on the lights, maybe check the news for some scientist's explanation, and go on with our normal routine.  Red moons?  Most everyone has seen pictures of a "blood-red" moon.  It makes for an interesting picture, but if it was in a gallery, after a few seconds everyone would move on to the next picture.  Hardly something to be worthy of being called "great" by the Creator of the universe.

	Would a huge woman clothed with the sun, with the moon under her feet, and 12 stars on her head arrest your attention if you happened to catch a glimpse of it driving down the road?  It would be very hard to resist stopping the car, jumping out, and straining every eye muscle to grasp the magnitude of the scene.  It would quite literally "blow the mind".  At this time in prophetic history there very likely won't be many/any cars running, but the awesomeness of this scene would demand attention, and defy all scientific explanations.  People would have to be forced to admit that there IS something more than science can explain happening in front of their eyes.

	For some reason the idea that there may be any possible literal fulfillment of this event never occurred to me until i was in India in 1998.  I had decided to put the original 1858 The Great Controversy Between Christ and His Angels and Satan and His Angels up on the internet, and was having fun exploring the wild wild web between power outages.  When i first saw it i was dumbstruck - a painting of a huge Mary standing in the sky with the sun and moon and stars around her.  Could this be possible?  In re-reading the prophecies that i had thot were pretty much all explained, i saw that not only was it possible, it would have a huge galvanizing effect on many people of the world.  And it would be perhaps the culmination of the increasing "Marianization" taking place in the Catholic church.  "Look, she's here.  This is what we've been telling you about all along."  What a powerful temptation it would be to believe what your eyes and friends and leaders are telling you!  But that would prove to be your ruin.

	Only 3 places in Revelation do we see "signs in the heavens".  Here, verse 3, & 15:1.  15:1 says: "Then I saw another sign in heaven, great and marvelous: seven angels having the seven last plagues..."  12:3 says: "another sign appeared in heaven", and goes on to describe the dragon we all know as Satan.  This places the appearance of this sign after the first one, the woman.  If they were shown to John just as symbols, then it is strange that he would call these events "signs".  What is the purpose of a sign?

	A sign has at least two purposes in the Bible:
1. To show some special agreement: Exodus 13:9, 31:13, Joshua 4:6, Matthew 26:48.
2. Show that God can directly intervene by doing something out of the natural course of events: Exodus 4:17, Numbers 26:10, 2Kings 20:9, Isaiah 7:14, Matthew 16:4.
One thing a sign is not, is that it is not something hidden, something only a few can understand the meaning of after careful study.  A sign is always in the open, something that anyone can readily understand.  The sign of the prophet Jonah is one of the most obscure, yet even with this sign the rulers quickly understood Jesus to mean that he would rise again the third day. 

	But just because a "wonder" or "sign" is given (appears), does NOT mean that it is automatically from God.  This principle is clearly spelled out in Deuteronomy 13:1-5: "If there arise among you a prophet, or a dreamer of dreams, and giveth thee a sign or a wonder, And the sign or the wonder come to pass, whereof he spake unto thee, saying, Let us go after other gods, which thou hast not known, and let us serve them; Thou shalt not hearken unto the words of that prophet, or that dreamer of dreams: for the LORD your God proveth you, to know whether ye love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul." and in 2Thessalonians 2:9: "The coming of the lawless one is according to the working of Satan, with all power, signs, and lying wonders".  So is this sign in Revelation 12 from God or Satan?  The wording is just too clear in verse 5 that this is from God.  However, in studying this entire scene, the possibility that Satan will try to fake this with something literal is very strong.

	One more thing worth considering in a discussion of the "great sign", is the possibility that the constellations God placed in the night sky will have some direct part to play in closing events.  Most people when they think of the zodiac think only of some astrology/occult tool.  But in researching the roots of the zodiac, it becomes apparent that God was the original creator of it.  Job 38:31-33: "Can you bind the sweet influences of Pleiades, or loose the bands of Orion?  Can you bring forth Mazzaroth in his season? or can you guide Arcturus with his sons?  Do you know the ordinances of heaven? can you set the dominion thereof in the earth?"  That cultures separated by thousands of miles, and by totally different customs and practices could come up with basically the same 12 signs, and have the same basic meanings for the signs, assigning the stars to some picture that is not at all clear to the imagination, is just too much to be chance.  And many of the signs are obvious Biblical symbols, with the virgin, lion, snake, scales etc!  Just as God created 'Procreation, Medicine, & Music', and Satan turned it into 'Sex, Drugs, & RocknRoll', so it is likely that he has almost totally destroyed the original beneficial qualities God intended when he created Mazzaroth (zodiac).  This paper does not interpret Revelation by the zodiac, as that is getting too crazy for many people, but the possibility that many of these events will be literally fulfilled in the heavens should be given serious study.

	The woman in labor pains is usually interpreted as either "the church" or "Mary".  If the male child in verse five is Jesus, then the woman cannot be the church as that was not even actually brought into existence until AFTER Jesus' death (day of Pentecost perhaps).  Some Bible texts mentioning labor pains are Micah 4:9-5:3, Psalms 48:6, Isaiah 21:1-10, Isaiah 13:1-18, Isaiah 26:17-21, John 16:21, and 1Thessalonians 5:3.  Usually these labor pains refer to the sudden pain involved when the Lord punishes.

	Revelation 12:9 clearly shows that the word "dragon" refers to Satan.  In the Old Testament there are two places that may refer to Satan by calling him "dragon" (Isaiah 27:1, Ezekiel 29:3), and then no more references to "dragon" until getting to Revelation where it is mentioned 12 times, 11 times referring directly to Satan, and 1 time referring to how the beast with two horns speaks.  Now notice that it is the dragon's tail that throws 1/3 of the stars of heaven to the earth in verse 4.  This is usually convincingly explained as Satan causing 1/3 of the angels to fall.  But --- this cannot be, as Satan's fallen angels are not cast out of heaven until verse 9!  In verse 4 Satan throws 1/3 of the "stars of heaven" to the ground.  Does this refer to 4 of the 12 stars in the garland of the woman?  Does "stars" refer to the saints that Satan has destroyed?  Does it mean literal stars?  I don't know.

	This woman bears a male child - John 16:21-22: "A woman when she is in travail hath sorrow, because her hour is come: but as soon as she is delivered of the child, she remembereth no more the anguish, for joy that a man is born into the world.  And ye now therefore have sorrow: but I will see you again, and your heart shall rejoice, and your joy no man taketh from you."  Jesus seems to be equating the anguish and birth of the male child here with his Gethsemane/Calvary experience, and resurrection.

	Let us take a look here at a very obscure prophecy (i've never heard anyone ever mention it), that may have the key to understanding Revelation 12 if it is to be taken literally.  This is from The Great Controversy Between Christ and His Angels and Satan and His Angels, Chapter 30, Spiritualism: "The Saviour of the world he makes to be no more than a common man; and as the Roman guard that watched the tomb of Jesus, spread the false and lying report that the chief priests and elders put in their mouth, so will the poor, deluded followers of these pretended spiritual manifestations, repeat, and try to make it appear, that there is nothing miraculous about our Saviour's birth, death and resurrection; and they put Jesus with the Bible, back into the shade, where they want him, and then get the world to look to them and their lying wonders and miracles, which they declare far exceed the works of Christ.  Thus the world is taken in the snare, and lulled to security; not to find out their awful deception, until the seven last plagues are poured out.  Satan laughs as he sees his plan succeed so well, and the whole world in the snare."  Notice the words i bolded: these people led by Satan, practicing spiritualism in the end-times, will "repeat...our Saviour's birth, death, and resurrection."  This is not some Benny Hinn hijinks either, as many of the world laugh at the absurdity of most of the so-called "miracles" or healing etc. being done today in the name of Jesus.  No, in the end times there will things so amazing that the world will believe that these "wonders and miracles" are greater than Christ's.  The world and most of the churches won't laugh then, they will swallow it hook, line, and sinker, not to realize they've been duped until the seven last plagues are poured out.

	After giving birth to the male child and his rising up to God's throne, the woman flees into the wilderness.  Most likely the historical meaning is primary, as this comes directly after the male child is caught up to God.  Coming as it does before the end of counting prophetic time in 1844, it is probably correct to count the time here in the day-for-a-year manner.  There is very similar language used in verse 14, but enough of a difference, and in examining the events occurring between verses 6 and 14, to believe with confidence that the time spoken of in verse 14 is literal time at the very end.  God likes to protect his people in the wilderness, doing it 40 years with the Israelites, and many centuries in various desolate desert or mountainous places.  Again at the end time, he will do it for a: "time, times, and half a time."  This corresponds with the 1,260 days that the two witnesses prophesy, the 42 months that the beast is given authority, the "time, times, and half a time" that the saints are under the power of the little horn of Daniel 7:25, and also to the end of the wonders and scattering of the saints' power as told by the angel of Daniel 12:7.  Who are the "they" and what do they "feed" her?  I don't know.  The nearest similarity in the Bible is when the crows feed Elijah (1Kings 17:6).  Just the fact that God has prepared this place should give us peace as we approach this time.

	Verse 7 is where we see that a purely historical perspective cannot explain all the facts here in a coherent fashion.  After John sees the woman flee into the wilderness for 1,260 days, he sees a war break out in heaven (notice he doesn't call it a "sign").  It is quite convincing that this war is between Christ and His Angels, and Satan and His Angels (eerily similar to a book with that name!).  Some say Michael is the leader of the angels, and not actually Jesus, but that point is moot in this discussion.  What is interesting here is in verse 9 where it says that Satan was "cast to the earth" and "his angels were cast out with him."  In the above mentioned 1858 GC it says right in the first chapter: "Then there was war in heaven.  Angels were engaged in the battle; Satan wished to conquer the Son of God, and those who were submissive to his will.  But the good and true angels prevailed, and Satan, with his followers, was driven from heaven."  This happened BEFORE our world was ever created.  So it would have been very difficult to cast them to this earth then!  Also, it refers to Satan in verse 9 as "the serpent of old".  You would surely not call him "old" before he was first given the title of "Serpent" in the Garden of Eden?!

	So what is the timing of this event of Satan and his angels being cast to the earth?  Verses 10-13 may give us a good clue: "Now is come salvation, and strength, and the kingdom of our God, and the power of his Christ: for the accuser of our brethren is cast down, which accused them before our God day and night.  And they overcame him by the blood of the Lamb, and by the word of their testimony; and they loved not their lives unto the death.  Therefore rejoice, ye heavens, and ye that dwell in them. Woe to the inhabiters of the earth and of the sea! for the devil is come down unto you, having great wrath, because he knoweth that he hath but a short time."  The key words here are "now", and "accuser of our brethren is cast down".  "Now" is very clear that this event does not take place until this specific time.  John 5:45 says Moses accuses, but he cannot be the accuser being talked of here as Moses is a godly man who was resurrected and went to heaven (Matthew 17:3, Jude 9).  Zechariah chapter 3 has a famous account of how Joshua, in filty clothes, stands before the Lord, and Satan standing at his right side to resist him.  This is who was cast down.  The 5th seal describes a group of saints who are martyrs and having "testimony".  Revelation 7:14 talks about those who washed their robes in the blood of the Lamb (the great multitude).  Revelation 19:10 says: "the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy" which rules out this event occurring anytime between around 95A.D. and 1844 when the spirit of prophecy was revived.  The time frame for this event is at the end, 1844 at the earliest, up to the end of probation at the latest.  The most likely point is when the 144,000 are sealed.  It cannot refer to past ages, as it says Satan is angry: "because he knows that he has a short time".

	It is interesting how God's people overcome Satan.  It is not only by faith (blood of the Lamb), but also by works (word of their testimony).  Their faith is so strong, and their testimony so powerful, that they do not yield even when put to death.  In chapter 21 of the 1858 Great Controversy it says regarding the message God was getting ready to give the church (cleansing of the sanctuary), that if received it would: "revive the living testimony that would purge out hypocrites and sinners, and bring the church again into favor with God."  Again in chapter 35, The Third Message Closed, it says: "They had received the latter rain, or refreshing from the presence of the Lord, and the living testimony had been revived."

	Today, the living testimony is very weak, or non-existent.  What will cause the revival of this testimony that is needed to overcome Satan?  It is the Shaking.  1858 GC chapter 32: "I asked the meaning of the shaking I had seen.  I was shown that it would be caused by the straight testimony called forth by the counsel of the true Witness to the Laodiceans.  It will have its effect upon the heart of the receiver of the testimony, and it will lead him to exalt the standard and pour forth the straight truth.  This straight testimony some will not bear.  They will rise up against it, and this will cause a shaking among God's people.
I saw that the testimony of the True Witness has not been half heeded.  The solemn testimony upon which the destiny of the church hangs, has been lightly esteemed, if not entirely disregarded.  This testimony must work deep repentance, and all that truly receive it, will obey it, and be purified....I heard those clothed with the armor speak forth the truth in great power.  It had effect."  This experience after the Shaking is called the "Loud Cry", "Refreshing from the presence of the Lord", and the "Latter Rain".  Then those who accept the straight testimony called forth by the counsel of the true Witness to the Laodiceans will move forward like a company of soldiers, firm and united, with great power.  At that time John 14:12 will be completely fulfilled: "Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that believeth on me, the works that I do shall he do also; and greater works than these shall he do; because I go unto my Father."

	The dragon persecutes this woman who gave birth to the male child,: "But the woman was given two wings of a great eagle, that she might fly into the wilderness to her place, where she is nourished for a time and times and half a time...".  "Time" seems to mean "year", indicating that the woman goes into hiding for 3 1/2 years.  A quick reading of the text seems to indicate that this is the same time spoken of in verse 6, but as mentioned before, there is enough of a difference, and in examining the intervening events, to determine that this time frame is at the very end.  The difference in referring to "days" in verse 6 and "times" in verse 14 is interesting.  In fact, the whole interplay of "42 months", '1,260 days", and "time, times and half a time" is probably worth a separate study by itself.  Evidently God had some reason to use these specific words, instead of just referring to all these clock periods as '3 1/2 years'.

	The serpent spews water out of his mouth as a flood to carry the woman away.  This most likely refers to persecution in the end-times.  "But the earth helped the woman...and swallowed the flood".  What does the "earth" mean here?  I don't know.  It seems to refer to God protecting his people in some fashion.  To those who see the symbol of water as referring to Asia and Europe, the logical interpretation would be to have the earth referring to North and South America, especially the United States.

	"And the dragon was wroth with the woman, and went to make war with the remnant of her seed, which keep the commandments of God, and have the testimony of Jesus Christ."  This is a famous text that many Seventh-day Adventists know by heart.  If these several verses are chronological, then verse 17 is a prophecy that has not been completely fulfilled yet.  "Remnant" has a meaning of a small part of a once larger object, or a shadow of the way something used to be or look.  As this says: "remnant of her seed", it is clear that this a group that was part of a larger group at one time.  Many people call on the name "Christ", but they are not the objects of Satan's wrath.  1858 GC chapter 31: "I saw Satan and his angels consulting together.  He bade his angels go and lay their snares especially for those who were looking for Christ's second appearing, and who were keeping all God's commandments.  Satan told his angels that the churches were all asleep.  He would increase his power and lying wonders, and he could hold them.  But the sect of Sabbath-keepers we hate.  They are continually working against us, and taking from us our subjects, to keep that hated law of God."  This is a declaration of war on a specific group - those who are "keeping all God's commandments".  Almost the exact same language is used here in verse 17.  Again, the message of Faith and Works is clearly shown, as these people "keep" (work), and "have" (faith).

	As we finish chapter 12, you may find yourself perplexed at what the main point was here.  What i am trying to show, is that many things we've taken as having only spiritual applications, may also have literal applications, and that Satan will do incredible signs and wonders to deceive if possible the very elect.  These signs could involve a huge Mary in the sky with 12 stars around her head (the EU flag?!), and a great red dragon appearing in the sky.  We found a few problems with traditional explanations of this chapter in comparing verses 4 & 9, pinpointed a time when the accuser was cast down (just before the end), and we also noticed that there are two instances when the woman goes into the wilderness, one time for 1,260 days (years), and one time for "a time and times and half a time" (3 1/2 years).  Chapter 12 seems to be giving the "big picture" of what is explained in more detail in later and earlier chapters.

	Chapter 13 starts out with John in a completely different setting.  He stands on the sand of the sea looking out.  And what a strange creature comes out of the sea!  It has seven heads, ten horns, crowns on each horn, and a blasphemous name on his heads.  This is too similar to the description of the dragon in 12:3 to be coincidence.  But this is not the dragon himself, as "the dragon gave him his power, his throne, and great authority".  The dragon would not give power to himself!  This beast has leopard parts, bear parts, and lion parts.  This matches three of the four beasts in Daniel's vision of Daniel 7.  And the dragon is the fourth beast!  All prophecy students know that: Lion = Babylon, Bear = Media Persia,  Leopard = Grecia, and Dragon = Rome.

	As far as i know, there are only two contenders for the unenviable title of chapter 13's "Beast".  One is the Roman Catholic Church, and the other is the United Nations.  As this beast has characteristics of the Babylonian, Media/Persian, and Grecian, and is given power by the dragon, it seems very likely that some one-world type of government is represented.  It may seem unlikely to American readers to even consider the UN, but this organization is looked on with high favor in almost every country in the world except in the US.  Here in Japan where i live, many commentators and newspaper editors cannot understand why America does not meekly abide by UN resolutions; for example - concerning Iraq.  In India where i lived for four months, there was constant talk against America (while they line up trying to get visas!), but they respect the UN.  The only organization that gets more respect, even fawning over, is the RCC.  Let's leave off pinpointing what the beast is until we get near the end of the chapter, examining various hints along the way.

	Verses 3 & 4 - one of the heads of the beast gets a mortal wound.  He is then resurrected to life it seems.  (Sounds very close to what was touched on in chapter 12 about the prophecy in the 1858 Great Controversy that some will "repeat...our Saviour's birth, death, and resurrection").  The world marvels at this, and follows the beast, and they worship it and the dragon who gave it authority saying: "Who is like unto the beast? who is able to make war with him?".  There are some Satan worshippers in the world, and more in the future which may fulfill this, or this may be fulfilled indirectly by people going to church, and while thinking they are worshipping Jesus, they are in fact worshipping Satan.  These are people who refuse to go "within the veil" into the Most Holy Place.  They stay in the Holy Place after Jesus has left, Broadside #1 (1846): "Then I turned to look at the company who were still bowed before the throne; they did not know that Jesus had left it.--Satan appeared to be by the throne, trying to carry on the work of God; I saw them look up to the throne and pray, my Father give us thy Spirit; then Satan would breathe upon them an unholy influence; in it there was light and much power, but no sweet love, joy and peace. Satan's object was to keep them deceived, and to draw back and deceive God's children."

	The dragon must represent either Satan or Rome.  In Daniel's vision it represents Rome, but in John's vision it represents Satan, at least in chapter 12.  Most likely the dragon described in chapter 12 is the same one here in chapter 13.  The wording here in verse 4 implies that the beast is different from or greater than any other entity on earth, and that anyone would be foolish to try and fight him.  This is in spite of the fact that this beast is "given a mouth speaking great things and blasphemies".  This should be enough for any true child of God to discern truth from error - that this entity the whole world is fawning over is actually blaspheming God!  Blasphemy usually involves claiming attributes that only God has, such as being divine, being able to forgive sins, or talking bad against God and his name (Psalms 74).  The beast speaking blasphemies here is likely the same king speaking blasphemies in Daniel 11:36.

	Again this time period of 42 months is mentioned.  Yes, it is the same length of time as "1,260 days", and "time, times, and half a time", but is mentioned as "forty-two months" only here and in talking about the Gentiles treading the holy city underfoot in 11:2.  This is more than coincidence, it is a clear clue that these two time-frames are talking about the exact same time.  This beast is given authority to blaspheme God, God's name, God's tabernacle, and those who dwell in heaven.  And he makes war with the saints and is given permission to overcome them, "and power was given him over all kindreds, and tongues, and nations".  This happens during the 6th trumpet, ie: the 2nd woe.  During the time that the whole world is following this beast, and the beast is blaspheming God and overcoming (killing) the saints, God will have two special witnesses that the beast cannot touch, until Satan comes up out of the bottomless pit and kills them himself.

	There has never been any person or organization in the history of the world who has ever had power over everyone.  Even when Rome was at the height of its power, there were lots of people in the Americas, Pacific islands, China etc. who never even heard the name "Rome".  This will be the first (and last) one-world government that men will ever create since God separated humans into nations some time after the Flood.  Everyone whose name is not in the Book of Life will worship the beast.  But he doesn't get everyone to praise and worship him willingly, he has a helper, another beast that forces everyone to worship him, or be killed.

	As the Spirit, in talking about his message to the churches, tells those who have an ear to "hear", and Jesus says three times in Matthew "let him hear" , so also we are given instruction in verse 9 to "hear".  This means to take heed, be careful, follow the word.  Ezekiel 3:27 shows the reaction of people to God's words very clearly: "But when I speak with thee, I will open thy mouth, and thou shalt say unto them, Thus saith the Lord GOD; He that heareth, let him hear; and he that forbeareth, let him forbear: for they are a rebellious house."  Some will listen and follow the truth, and some will not.  Sheep hear.  Goats do not.

	"...he who kills with the sword, must be killed with the sword."  This sounds pretty harsh on God's part, especially to those who like to think of God having "unconditional love", but in reality, this is a great promise to the saints.  They will be driven about, persecuted, and killed, but knowing that God is going to repay some day is a source of patience and faith during that trying time.  This phrase is repeated almost word for word under the third angel's message too.  At that time, the "place" of their patience is in the Most Holy Place, so that may be the place also here in verse 10.

	Another beast arises on the scene, coming up out of the earth.  He has two lamb-like horns, and speaks like a dragon.  This has always been taught in SDA circles to be the United States of America.  And i see no compelling quotes to change that view, but would like to consider a few things about this beast.  
1. If the first beast is the Roman Catholic Church, a "spiritual" power, then why would the same word - "beast" - be used to describe a "worldly" nation power?  One possible explanation may be that the Vatican has nation status also.  Flash - November 28, 2002 - The Vatican is considering applying for full membership in the United Nations.  The Vatican may become the head of the UN?!
2. If "earth" means unpopulated area, ie: The Americas, then does "earth" in later verses only refer to people in those areas, or to the whole world?
3. How does this beast "exercise all the authority of the first beast in his presence"?
4. When does he make everyone worship the first beast?
5. He performs great signs such as making fire coming down from heaven, but these signs are ones he is "granted to do in the sight of the beast".  In other words, it sounds like this is not some super-technology like atomic bombs or satellite lasers as that would not likely be called a "sign", and also he could do that anywhere, not just in the sight of the beast.  So what are these signs?
6. He is "granted" power to force the image to the beast.  If it is his natural ability as the military heavyweight of the world, why would he be "granted" power to accomplish his goals?

	This beast rises from the earth, not the sea, and depicts something different from the first beast, that was seen coming up out of the sea.  He has two horns like a lamb.  "Lamb" as a symbol is used in the Bible in a good manner - meekness, an offering to God, even Jesus Christ himself is called "The Lamb", or as a symbol of clueless, straying humans.  This power that arises out of the earth is not clueless, it has good, meek qualities.  Then it "spake as a dragon."  "Dragon" represents Satan, which makes this beast have conflicting qualities.  Verse 11 does not say that after the lamb-like horns fell off he spake as a dragon.  It says: "he had two horns like a lamb, and he spake as a dragon."  Lamb-like horns are cute, and don't harm much of anything, but i can only imagine how fearful the sound of a dragon's voice must be!  Having the voice of a dragon shows that this power is in league with Satan.

	Verse 12 makes it clearer that the first beast is basically some kind of religious power, as the lamb-like horns beast: "causes the earth and those who dwell in it to worship the first beast, whose deadly wound was healed."  This means that the first beast is most likely NOT the UN or some other purely governmental organization.  It is a religious power, one that people worship.  It is possible that the UN could be controlled by this religious power, and thus be a part of the beast, but it cannot be the whole beast.

	The interplay between the dragon, first beast, and lamb-like horns beast is very interesting, especially in considering their "power plays".  The dragon is the one originally with the power.  He gives it to the first beast in verse 2, and the first beast is granted power to control every tribe, tongue, and nation.  Then the lamb-like horns beast exercises all the authority of the first beast in his presence, and causes people to worship the first beast.  He performs signs which he was "granted" to do in sight of the first beast, and is "granted" power to give breath to the image of the beast.  Then he goes so far as to cause everyone in the world to get a mark, or not be able to buy or sell.

	The lamb-like horns beast even makes fire come down from heaven!  "Look, isn't this the sign of the true God?  What happened between Elijah and the Baal prophets?  See?  Fire from heaven is a sign of God's favor, his approval.  Are you attributing this incredible sign from heaven to the Devil?  How dare you?!"  This will be a supernatural event, one which will "deceive" the world.  The pressure will be intense on God's people to believe what their eyes are telling them - that fire from heaven is from God.  But by studying the prophecies, and settling in their hearts beforehand to trust God's word no matter what, they will be shielded from the masterful delusions of Satan.

	What is meant by making "an image to the beast"?  The word "image" usually has three different meanings.  One is that of an "idol".  Another is "something that looks just like the real thing, but is not the real thing".  The last meaning is "what people think of a person or thing".  For example: "If you buy this car, you will be the image of success" or "Hollywood has a bad image" etc.  Nebuchadnezzar set up a literal image, idol, of gold and commanded all his top people to worship it.  In the final conflict, the lamb-like horns beast will most likely set up something that is not a physical idol, it would seem very strange to have people bowing down to some statue of something that looks part leopard, part lion, and part bear.  More probable is that the image spoken of here is "something that looks just like the real thing, but is not the real thing" or "what people think of a person or thing".  

	What does the early Spirit of Prophecy have to say about these beasts and the image?  Broadside #3 (1847): "I saw all that "would not receive the mark of the Beast, and of his Image, in their foreheads or in their hands," could not buy or sell.  I saw that the number (666) of the Image Beast was made up; and that it was the beast that changed the Sabbath, and the Image Beast had followed on after, and kept the Pope's, and not God's Sabbath.  And all we were required to do, was to give up God's Sabbath, and keep the Pope's, and then we should have the mark of the Beast, and of his Image."   "The Beast" is the Roman Catholic Church, and the "Image Beast" are the Protestant churches.  But how can the lamb-like horns beast tell everyone to "make" an image to the beast when the Protestant churches have been around for hundreds of years?  And do the slight differences in expressions between John's vision (image of/to the beast), and Ellen's vision (image beast) have some meaning?  I don't know.

	Having the extra insight of Ellen White's visions is a great asset to the people of God in the last days.  We are not moved from the solid foundation when terrifying events happen around us.  We do not scramble to re-interpret everything when planes are crashed into skyscrapers or weapons of mass destruction are hurled around.  In 1847 who would have believed that a sparsely populated country of "hicks" could ever grow to become something that is the undisputed sole superpower of the world?  And who could have foreseen a largely irreligious/Deist/Protestant country getting so close to the RCC that it's President would say on March 22, 2001: "The best way to honor Pope John Paul II, truly one of the great men, is to take his teaching seriously; is to listen to his words and put his words and teachings into action here in America."?  Who would have considered a resurgence of the RCC in 1847?  Surely not William Miller who wrote regarding it in 1841: "The kings of the earth have eaten her flesh, and burnt her with the fire of their anger; nothing remains but a skeleton of this once most powerful empress, that had humbled kings at her feet, and had made princes vassals at her will."  Now it seems so obvious.  Even many who have never heard of Ellen White are coming to the same conclusions regarding the beasts.  With the prophecy coming true before our eyes regarding the beasts and their power plays, confidence is gained that what the mark of the beast is said to be, and its enforcement, will come true too exactly as prophesied.

	The lamb-like horns beast is given power to do signs in the sight of the first beast, and also to give breath to the image of the beast.  Giving breath to something usually means to give it life, to make it have force.  God breathed into man, and he became a living soul.  God also uses breath to destroy (Isaiah 11:4).  Here breath, or life, is given to the image of the beast, "that the image of the beast should both speak, and cause that as many as would not worship the image of the beast should be killed."  Remember, the two witnesses will probably be prophesying during this same time frame, and they do some things similar to what the lamb-like horns beast does.  They have fire come out of their mouths (breath) to kill their enemies.  Thus all the world will be brought to the test.  Are God's witnesses who are using fire in supernatural ways to be believed, or is the lamb-like horns beast with its supernatural use of fire to be believed?  The conflict will be severe.  One way to tell which one to follow, is that the one following Satan will try to force the conscience.  The lamb-like horns beast goes so far as to try and kill everyone who does not follow its commands.

	  What incredible, never-before-tried method is employed to force the conscience at the end?  It is a bold attempt to control all the money in the world.  There is nothing wrong with money.  God created all the gold, silver, cattle, land etc. in the whole world.  The Bible doesn't say: "money is the root of all evil", but "the love of money is the root of all evil" (1Timothy 6:10).  When money is used in right ways, it is a blessing.  When used in wrong ways, it is a curse.  But what makes "money" --- "money"?

	Personally, i consider the invention of standard size & weight coins and paper to represent money to be the greatest invention of all time by humans.  What passes for "money" today tho, the fiat-created electronic digits or paper scraps are a far cry from real money, so it is difficult to determine what money is.
Real money is three things:
1. Stored energy
2. Stored time
3. Mutually agreed upon stored value

	Numbers 1 and 2 are pretty obvious.  With money you can purchase, say, a computer that took millions of man-hours to invent, refine, bring the raw materials together, assemble, market and so on.  By just handing over some money, you can benefit from all the millions of people and their energy in getting that computer into your hands.  Perhaps easier to understand, is that with money you can start a company, and many people will give the greater part of their lives in working for you, willingly spending their energy and time for you.  Number 3 is a little less obvious, but is where the great differences in wealth are generated.

	Everyone has the exact same amount of time - 24 hours a day.  (Notice that by claiming 1/7 of our time, the Lord is basically claiming 1/7 of our energy/money too.)  There are some differences in available use of energy - for example, whether or not you have access to electricity or gasoline etc., but for most people in technologically advanced countries there is not much difference.  Number 3 is where large differences are generated.  I may work harder and longer than anybody else, but if i'm spending my time and energy growing thorns or making mudpies, there will not be anyone willing to give me money for them.  Ie: they have no value for anyone else.  In the same vein, i may spend very little time or effort in scratching off a number on a card or hitting some shape of ball, and get tons of money.  (What a warped world!)  Bill Gates valued some computer program higher than IBM did, and later people rewarded him with more money than anyone on earth.  Some people like to trade in cars every year, take long vacations and so on.  Many of these people live from paycheck to paycheck, not storing much up for the future.  Others do.  They have different values.  Many people are born in countries where life itself is not valued very highly, and find it very difficult just to live from day to day.

	What does this long-winded economics lesson have to do with the mark of the beast?  Everyone on earth will be faced with a decision: "What is the value of following the truth?"  The lines will be sharply drawn, and everyone will be forced by this lamb-like horns beast to place a price on their souls.  If you only value your soul as much as your next meal, you will sell it for beans like Esau did.  If you have the patience of the saints, and look for the coming reward, you will value you life in light of the cross - the infinite price paid to redeem the fallen rebel race.  Some people have told me that God expects us to care for our families, so they excuse themselves from the claims of the fourth commandment.  Others argue that if everybody kept the fourth commandment, we wouldn't be able to live on the Sabbath hours (no electricity etc.!?)  In the end, when the mark of the beast is being urged, there will undoubtedly be even more persuasive arguments to: "Submit yourselves to every ordinance of man for the Lord's sake..." (1Peter 2:13).  Will we follow the truth and face loss of money, prestige, work, food, friends, and life (not eternal) itself, or will we follow the lie and keep our houses, jobs, food, friends, bank accounts, and life for a couple of years longer, until they are all erased during the 7 last plagues?  There will be no time then for a sudden reversal of the life patterns.  We must be developing characters now that will stand for the truth tho the heavens fall.

	We have already seen that there are 3 things, all of which are necessary to make something "money".  They are 1. Stored energy 2. Stored time 3. Mutually agreed upon stored value.  When any one of these is missing, then the object being used cannot be considered money any longer.  No more time?  Throw that gold and silver "to the moles and to the bats" (Isaiah 2:20).  Nobody can agree on a value?  Watch that gold and silver rust, "and the rust of them shall be a witness against you, and shall eat your flesh as it were fire" (James 5:3.  James 5:2-3 seem to refer directly to the Laodiceans who reject the True Witness!).

	God is not restricted at all with regards to money.  He created it all in the first place just by speaking it into existence!  Jesus forcefully demonstrated this several times by feeding thousands of people with just a few loaves and fishes, and knowing exactly where the fish was with the silver coin in its mouth to pay the temple tax.  There are many brothers and sisters in Christ who are discouraged by not having enough money.  I tell them that if God saw that it was best for you, he would fill your house with diamonds right now.  But most likely, that would not be the best for you, and would not give glory to God.  We have to trust him to supply our needs, and also reduce our wants/needs to use the means we have to help others.

	Testimonies to the Church #24 p.100: "the true value of money is only to be appreciated in the good that it will accomplish in relieving their own wants, the necessities of others, and in advancing the cause of God."  Too often our "wants" are just that - we want and want and want!  Those who "want" too much will be found "wanting" in the day of accounts.  Testimonies to the Church #20 p.129: "The followers of Christ should value souls as he valued them. Their sympathies should be with the work of their dear Redeemer, and they should labor to save the purchase of his blood, at any sacrifice. What are money, houses and lands, in comparison with even one soul?"

	The chapter in the 1858 Great Controversy that is like a secretary taking minutes of Satan and his angels' meeting, is titled "Covetousness".  The whole purpose of the meeting is how to: "lay their snares especially for those who were looking for Christ's second appearing, and who were keeping all God's commandments."  Satan says regarding the saints: "They may profess what they please, only make them care more for money than the success of Christ's kingdom, or the spread of the truths we hate."  In other words: "Make them value money more than the Truth."  Then there is a quote showing that God DOES get weary!: "God requires a constant doing on the part of his people, and when they become weary of well and generous doing, he becomes weary of them.  I saw that God was greatly displeased with the least manifestation of selfishness on the part of his professed people, for whom Jesus has not spared his own precious life.  Every selfish, covetous individual will fall out by the way.  Like Judas, who sold his Lord, they will sell good principles, and a noble, generous disposition for a little of earth's gain.  All such will be sifted out from God's people."  How appropriate that Satan's last grasp to get the whole world into his camp is over the money issue!  And how wonderful our God is to give us detailed instruction on what to value, and how God values us!

	A close examination of this chapter reveals a link between the Shaking and money.  Isn't it interesting that "The Shaking" is the next chapter in this book....?  Many of the people who are shaken out really love the Lord - just as Judas did: "He had loved Jesus, but loved money more."  He valued Jesus highly, but valued money higher.  Many Christians don't mind talking about Jesus, but see how animated they get when talking about the stock market or lottery or movies/sports/etc.!

	There is another vision by Ellen White on this issue that is not well known.  It is in Testimonies to the Church #8, and is titled "The Two Crowns". The vision shows two crowns, one represents heavenly riches, while the other represents earthly riches.  "Many who sought this earthly crown were professed Christians.  Some of them seemed to have a little light.  They would look wishfully upon the heavenly crown, and often seemed charmed with its beauty, yet could obtain no true sense of its value and glory.  While one hand was reaching forth languidly for the heavenly the other was reached eagerly for the earthly, determined to possess that, and in their earnest pursuit for the earthly, they lost sight of the heavenly."

	Revelation 13 closes with the enigmatic 666.  Even many non-Christians have heard of this number.  Near my house is a small store selling kerosene.  They had a large sign out front showing the price to fill a standard 18 litre can as 666 yen.  Every time i rode by on my bicycle it would make my heart thump an extra beat to see that number.  Evidently it did somebody else's too, as recently the last "6" has been crossed out with a marker, and the price changed to 667 yen. Haha:)  What does 666 mean?  I don't know.  Many have pinned it on the pope, and that seems to be the best answer today, but most likely there will be something very evident in the final events so that even people who don't know roman letter/numeral combinations will be able to see clearly that accepting this mark will mean they will be able to buy and sell, but will also mean they will be placing themselves against God.  It must be something incredible that we don't know well today, because all those who receive this mark will "drink of the wine of the wrath of God, which is poured out full strength"! (Rev. 14:10).

	May we all have the wisdom necessary to not just avoid breaking the Sabbath and receiving the mark of the beast, but be able to warn others so they will honor God by keeping his commandments, and not receive the mark either, and we can all stand firm for our Maker who valued us so much: "that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life." (John 3:16).

	Written November, 2002.  Any comments, questions, advice, criticism etc. are welcome.  Please send to Daniel Winters: tenkoku1@hotmail.com

